
An employee handbook serves as a central resource for new hires, offering a clear

understanding of your company culture, policies, and expectations. It fosters a sense of

belonging and reduces confusion during the initial integration period. Additionally, a 

well-structured handbook can:

A Guide to Building a Smooth
Onboarding Experience with a 

New Starter Handbook Template

Welcome aboard! At FutureYou, we understand the importance of a positive first

impression. A structured, and well-crafted employee handbook is a cornerstone of a

successful onboarding process, setting the stage for a productive and engaged workforce.

This guide provides a comprehensive framework for employers to create a new starter

handbook, ensuring a smooth transition for your newest team members.

1. Welcome and Company Overview

Warmly welcome the new employee and express excitement for their contribution.

Briefly introduce the company, its mission, vision, and core values.

Include a company history and any relevant awards or achievements.

Why a New Starter Handbook?

Key Components of a New Starter Handbook

Minimise legal risks 

By outlining policies and
procedures clearly, you
can mitigate potential

misunderstandings and
legal disputes.

Promote consistency 

A standardised document
ensures all new hires

receive the same
information, regardless of

who conducts their
onboarding.

Boost employee
engagement

Understanding their rights
and responsibilities

empowers new hires and
creates a sense of security.
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3. Policies and Procedures

4. Confidentiality and Data Protection

Discrimination, Bullying, and Harassment: Clearly define unacceptable behaviours
and outline reporting procedures.

Clearly explain the importance of protecting confidential company information.

Equal Opportunities: Reinforce your commitment to diversity and inclusion.

Outline data protection protocols, especially relevant under regulations like GDPR.

Health and Safety: Provide comprehensive information on safety regulations,
emergency protocols, and reporting procedures.

Emphasise responsible use of company technology and internet access.

Leave Policies: Detail entitlement to vacation leave, sick leave, and other forms of leave.

Dress Code: Outline any dress code expectations, if applicable.

5. Company Equipment Policies

Outline guidelines for using company property, including laptops, mobile phones,
and other equipment.

Detail expectations regarding personal device use in the workplace.

6. Onboarding Information

Provide a detailed plan for the onboarding process, including who the new hire will
report to and what to expect in the first few days and weeks.

List essential documents or materials new hires need to bring on their first day.
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2. General Employment Information

Work Schedule: Outline standard working hours, breaks, and overtime procedures.

Compensation and Benefits: Explain pay structure, deductions, and a clear
breakdown of offered benefits (health insurance, paid time off, etc.).

Performance Management: Briefly explain the performance evaluation process and
frequency.

Communication Channels: Detail preferred communication methods within the
organisation (email, internal communication tools, etc.).



Additional Tips:

Maintain a clear and concise writing style, avoiding complex legal jargon.
Use visuals like infographics or flowcharts to enhance understanding.
Encourage feedback from existing employees to ensure the handbook remains
relevant and informative.

Your Onboarding Partner

At FutureYou, we believe a successful onboarding process sets the foundation for long-term
employee success. Our team of recruitment specialists can help you craft a customised new starter

handbook and guide you through the onboarding journey. Contact us today to learn more about
how FutureYou can help you build a thriving and engaged workforce!
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8. Best Practices for Creating a New Starter Handbook

Customisation: Adapt this template to reflect your unique company culture and
industry needs. (An IT company handbook will differ from a legal agency's.)

Accessibility: Ensure the handbook is accessible online for easy reference (consider
requiring a digital acknowledgment of receipt).

Health and Safety: Provide comprehensive information on safety regulations,
emergency protocols, and reporting procedures.

Regular Updates: Review and update the handbook periodically to reflect changes 
in laws, company policies, or procedures.

Legal Compliance: While not a legal requirement, consult with legal professionals to
ensure compliance with relevant employment laws.

7. Additional Resources

Include contact information for key personnel (HR department, IT support, etc.).

List any relevant company perks or benefits (discounted gym memberships,
employee discounts, etc.).

Consider including a company organisational chart for reference.
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